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"Predicting and Preventing Nursing Home 'Performance Closures' in Michigan: 
Why Regulators May Not Have All the Tools They Need" by Alison Hirschel, J.D. 
Between March, 1998 and September, 20000, the Michigan Department of Consumer and Industry Services (MDCIS) ordered the closure of seven very troubled nursing homes, thus  necessitating the immediate relocation of hundreds of residents.  During the same period, MDCIS required ten other Michigan nursing homes that were at risk of closure to hire temporary managers to address serious deficiencies.  The latter homes were eventually able to come back into compliance with state and federal requirements and therefore remain open.  This study analyzes why some of these similarly substandard facilities survived while others did not, what information would have been most useful to regulators in identifying earlier the facilities at greatest risk of closure, and what barriers existed to ensuring regulators have the best information and procedures to protect residents of seriously  deficient homes and to prevent unnecessary closures. 

