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Comparison of Voter Participation in Long Term Care
Facilities in the 2004 and 2008 Presidential Elections

Summary

The right of a citizen to cast a ballot does not end when they enter a long term
care facility. Long term care residents are still members of the community and
are still citizens of the United States of America. This report is a summary of
observations of voting problems encountered in the November 2008 general
election.

An education outreach program provided voting information to facility staff
several months prior to the election. Presentations to residents were given to
help raise awareness of the election and their right to vote. The outreach
program did not make a significant difference in the voter turnout in long term
care facilities. The process, however, remained the same. It is problems with
the process that will be addressed in this document.

Scope

This comparison was limited to Skilled Nursing Facilities and Assisted Living
facilities that were in Harris County, Texas in 2004 and 2008 and reported a
census to the Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS). The total
number of target facilities used for basis of comparison was 52. These were
facilities that appear on both November 2004 and November 2008 DADS census
reports.

The observations and interpretations are solely those of the author.
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Table of Data

Data of 52 target facilities in Harris County, Texas.

Registered | 2008 2008 2008

Facility Census Ballots Census Ballots voters Poll Early Mail

number 2004" 2004? 2008" 2008" 2008 | Votes® | Votes® | Votes®

000169 92 76 27

000191 73 85 12

004000 280 79 285 79 163 2 77

004003 98 4 74 8 26

004062 49 11 51 8 23 4

004077 57 209 56 150 217 11 71 68

004145 45 7 44 3 6 3

004292 47 0 43 1 23 1

004301 107 0 107 0 33

004355 87 1 74 2 19 2

004368 78 0 98 6 23 6

004371 120 15 102 2 11 1 1

004392 123 2 111 5 9

004397 117 0 165 3 27 1

004446 102 0 99 0 0

004456 107 23 102 4 30 1 3

004478 79 4 61 1 55 1

004610 187 0 30 0 39

004611 172 0 172 6 15 6

004657 91 2 73 7 16 7

004774 152 2 138 7 24 7

004811 115 158 6 20 1 5

004823 122 7 124 13 32 1 12

004826 137 1 138 9 17 2 1 6

004850 81 79 0 20

004890 115 13 118 20 37 20

004899 79 69 11 4 4

004940 100 81 15

004966 92 93 13 1 3
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004967 95 9 104 9 15 9
005005 97 1 94 4 22 4
005028 71 9 42 5 28 5
005048 98 1 104 0 8
005056 155 3 152 19 45 3 16
005057 99 2 101 0 31
005120 114 5 117 6 21 6
005135 123 8 68 4 22 4
005137 133 1 133 1 4
005149 167 6 167 3 12 1 1 1
005174 127 5 124 14 29 1 13
005177 156 7 164 23 80 2 21
005196 117 2 123 21 1 7
005208 123 12 113 16 26 11
005244 109 0 92 4
005316 109 4 119 10 3
005348 133 9 121 10 28 1 9
005367 136 8 143 25 2
005383 146 0 135 6 8 6
005400 118 110 50
100048 114 1 112 4 9 4
101489 75 99 20 1
101633 93 111 15 1

5812 506 5554 504 1496 57 85 362

2004 2008
Total ballots cast in Harris County Texas 1,087,461 | 1,180,401
Total number of facilities reporting a census to DADS 59 65

Voter registration forms from target facilities submitted by Ombudsmen — 150.

Voter registrations successfully processed — 110
Total ballots by mail received — 68,323

Total ballots by mail counted — 64,302

Total ballots by mail rejected — 4,021
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Voter count was determined by a match of the voter address and the facility
address. Voter count includes both mail in ballots and ballots cast at the poll.
Voter count does not include voters that were registered to an address other than
the facility.

Summary percentages

Percent increase in total ballots cast in Harris County 9%
Change in total census of target facilities -4%
Percent of facility census casting a vote in 2004 9%
Percent of facility census casting a vote in 2008 9%
Percent of registered voters casting a ballot in 2004 58%
Percent of registered voters casting a ballot in 2008 60.3%

(1) Census numbers provided by the Texas Department of Aging and Disability
Services as public information.

(2) Election results provided by Harris County Clerk’s Office as public
information.

(3) Registration information provided by Harris County Tax Assessor and
Collector’s office via the online voter registration data base.

(4) Houston Chronicle, November 5, 2008 “Dems baffled by low voter turnout in
Harris County” by Alan Bernstein
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Observations

Registration

Registration is the first step in casting a ballot and many Long Term Care (LTC)
residents don’t make it past this first step. In 2008, Volunteer Ombudsmen
assisted in registering LTC residents. Of the 163 registrations submitted, 50
were rejected.

Reasons for rejections included:

e Check box indicating citizenship had not been checked.

e Person did not have a driver’s license and did not check the box indicating
they did not have a driver’s license. The last 4 digits of the social security
number was written in the appropriate location.

e Signature was not legible

e Printed name was not legible

e The address provided for residency cannot be a commercial address.
Some of the facility addresses were tagged as commercial addresses and
registrations were denied.

¢ Neither the facility, nor the appointed guardian would provide last four
digits of the social security number to complete the form.

e |f resident uses the last four digits of the social security number as
identification, the name on the form must match exactly to the official
social security record. If there are any discrepancies, the form will be
rejected.

If the registration was rejected, a letter is sent to the resident requesting
verification of a photo id. Residents do not usually have a photo id with them
during their stay. This is because the facility recommends that residents not
keep any valuables in their room. The facility is not required to keep copies of
any photo ids.

One facility administrator explained that on admission, each resident is asked if
they wish to vote and she knew for a fact that no resident in the facility wanted to
vote. During an Ombudsman round at the facility, two residents expressed a
desire to vote. That facility showed no residents that voted in the 2004 or 2008
election. The facility checked only once during a resident’s stay and did not allow
for any changes.

During voter registration drives, the first reaction of residents, staff and family
members, was usually one of suspicion. They felt that these drives were being
pushed by the “other” party to try and change the election. It took several
minutes of explanation that the registration drive was not sponsored by a political
party or candidate to gain the trust necessary to continue.
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At first glance, assisting a person to complete a voter registration form sounds
very simple. A Social Worker with a Masters degree assisted 10 residents with
registration forms and six were rejected. A post graduate degree does not
increase the success rate. As demonstrated by the League of Women Voters,
training someone specifically to assist with voter registration does increase the
success rate.

Casting a Ballot

At a polling location

All residents were encouraged to vote during the early voting period. Special
polling places were open on weekends and extended hours during the week.
These locations were staffed with workers that are more knowledgeable in
assisting impaired voters. Most residents were comfortable with early voting, but
there were a few that preferred voting on the day of the election.

Harris County has several different types of precincts. In smaller towns this is
not much of an issue, but in Houston the precincts do not align with one another.
There is a County Commissioner precinct, a Judicial precinct and a voting
precinct. Early voting is the only time that voters from any precinct can vote at
the same location. On election day, voters can only cast their ballots at their
registered polling location.

Transportation is a problem for LTC residents. Several options that are available
in Harris County were investigated. There was no consistent, reliable means of
transportation. There was no consistent policy regarding transportation.

Transportation options available:

Family member
Facility Van
MetroLift
HandiCab
County Buses
Volunteers

Some of the residents were able to get transportation to early voting by a family
member. This was considered the best solution, but the least one used. Family
members do not always have a vehicle that can transport an impaired person
comfortably and safely. Family members may not be trained regarding transfers
of a person in and out of a vehicle.
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Many people assume that MetroLift will provide transportation and it is free when
traveling to a polling location. MetroLift is only available to people who are
certified MetroLift users. Certification requires a doctor’s letter explaining the
disability, completion of the eligibility form, and appearance at the MetroLift office
in downtown Houston for an in-person interview. The entire process can take
several weeks.

In 2008, “Vote Now Houston” had a program in association with Yellow Cab, to
transport people to the polls. Information regarding this program was broadcast
during a television news report two days prior to the end of early voting. There
were some restrictions regarding eligibility and only the first $50 was covered. If
there were any additional charges, the rider would have to pay out of pocket.
Phone calls made to the phone number given were not returned. “Vote Houston
Now” received Help America Vote Act (HAVA) funds. It would have been helpful
to know about this program earlier in the election process.

Harris County has several buses that are used for outings by facilities and senior
groups. These buses could not be used to transport residents to the polls
because the county commissioner's name was on the side of the bus, and the
county thought it might be construed as trying to sway votes. Buses can only be
booked one month in advance and facilities must call at a certain time in the
morning. All facilities in the precinct compete for the same buses and it is a first
come first serve. No facility was able to book a bus to go to the polls.

One facility contacted their local elected state representative and staff members
came out with their personal cars and transported residents to the polls.

Facilities would often say that “state regulations” prevented the residents from
being transported to the polls. One facility said that each resident must be
accompanied by a staff or family member during the trip to the poll and it was too
much of a burden on the staff to take residents to the poll. Another facility said
that the facility van could only be used for Medicare/Medicaid reimbursable trips
and voting was not a reimbursable expense. One facility stated that it was not
their policy to let residents leave the facility alone.

Ballot by Mail

Casting a ballot by mail requires that a person first submit an application for a
ballot. Applications for ballot by mail must be requested from the county
elections office. Only one application can be sent out at a time. A facility cannot
request a package of applications for ballot by mail. However, if a facility has a
computer, and access to the internet, an application may be downloaded and
copied.
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There were some questions regarding the payment of postage for the
applications for ballot by mail. Should the postage come from the resident’s
personal funds, or should the facility pay the postage.

When a person submits an application for ballot by mail, they must first have a
valid voter registration number. Voter registration forms and applications for
ballot by mail cannot be submitted at the same time. If the applicant does not
have a valid voter registration number at the time it is processed, the application
will be rejected.

After the application is submitted and approved, the ballot is mailed to the
address specified in the application. There are also other steps that are taken to
verify that the application and the resulting ballot match to the same individual.

The postal service delivers the ballots to the facility address. In a Skilled Nursing
Facility, there are no private mailboxes for residents. The mail for the facility and
the residents is delivered the same as a standard commercial delivery. The
bundle of mail is brought inside the building and placed where ever the postal
delivery person has been instructed. An employee of the facility then sorts
through the mail and pulls items addressed to the residents. Ballots are usually
held by the social worker or activity director of the facility until a time when the
residents have time and materials to complete the ballot.

Again there were comments regarding who pays the postage on the return ballot.
The Harris County elections department has stated that as long as some postage
is on the ballot, it will be delivered to the county. If it is delivered, postage due,
the county will pay the remaining postage.

Maintaining privacy during the completion of a ballot for a non-ambulatory
resident can be a problem. Residents that are covered by Medicaid or do not
have the funds for a private room, must share a room. In a nursing home, the
rooms are usually 10 ft by 16 ft. The room space is normally divided by a thin
curtain that can be drawn for visual privacy. Each resident’s space usually
includes the bed, a bedside cabinet, a chair and an over the bed table. When
assisting a resident that is bedridden, there is little room to work and the
roommate can hear the entire process.

The application for mail in ballot and the ballot itself are much more complex than
the voter registration form. The ballot packet contains 6 items in addition to the
actual ballot. The items are various sizes and can easily fall on the floor and
hard to retrieve for someone in a wheelchair. At this time, there are no statistics
regarding the number of applications for mail in ballot that were rejected. The
total number of mail in ballots in 2008 was 68,323 and of those, 4,021 were
rejected. Statistics were not available to determine how many rejected
applications or ballots were submitted from the target facilities.

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09 9



Conclusions

1. There is no reference to voter registration or casting a ballot in the
Licensure and Certification Handbook from Texas Department of Aging
and Disability Services. There are no consistent voting policies from
facility to facility, or even from election to election.

2. Government agencies require that you to come to them. There is no
ability for the government agency to come to you unless you are in
violation. From casting a ballot, to getting a state identification card and
even to request special transportation, the government agencies require
that you come to them. When given a choice, LTC residents that are
ambulatory, would prefer to cast their votes at an early voting location.
Election officials would like for them to go to an early voting location.
Transportation is the major obstacle. Residents and facility staff are not
aware of any easy, affordable means of transportation.

3. LTC residents that vote by mail, may not have their votes counted
because of errors in the forms required. To submit a voter registration
change of address, or request a replacement card, a complete new
application is required. If there are any errors, the application is rejected,
the request is not processed and the entire cycle starts again. No one at a
facility is trained to assist with voter registrations.

4. The premise of the entire process is that everyone has a telephone and
that most people have easy access to a computer. Many residents in long
term care do not have their own phone. They must use a phone in a
common a open area. Some facilities only have one computer, and it is
located in the administrator’s office.

5. The degree of participation in elections can be a reflection of the
administration and direct care staff’'s knowledge and attitude regarding an
election. Many direct care staff are not citizens and others have no
interest in elections or the election process. Some administration staff just
do not want to be bothered. Some staff member are afraid of being
charged with voter fraud.

Recommendations

1. Election officials prefer people go to the polls. It is easier for them to verify
the identity and assist someone in a secure, controlled environment.
Many LTC residents would prefer to go to the polls. To achieve this
requires 1) a consistent policy regarding travel to the polls, and 2) a
consistent, safe and reliable method of transportation.
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2. Residents usually do not have their social security card, driver’s license or
state identification card with them. Residents are encouraged to not keep
any valuable items in their rooms. The facility is not required to keep
these documents for them. Residents sometimes know their social
security number, but it is not common for a resident to know exactly how
their name appears on their card. The facility should be required to keep
copies of the residents driver’s license or state id, social security card and
voter registration card in a secure area so that the resident may request
the information without fear of identify theft. If the resident does not have
all of these documents, then the facility should assist the resident in
obtaining them.

3. The Department of Public Safety should investigate ways to transition
people who become impaired from a driver’s license to a state
identification card without requiring a trip to a DPS office. The DPS should
also develop a method for issuing state identification cards in a mobile
setting. These mobile offices could then visit state licensed facilities to
issue the identification cards.

4. The county elections department should develop a training program
specifically for assisting impaired voters with voting at the polls and with
ballots by mail.

5. At least one person at each state licensed facility should be trained to
assist residents with registering to vote. At least one person at each state
licensed facility should be trained to assist with completing a ballot by
mail. Verification of this training should be included as part of the state
survey.

6. During the care plan meeting, the issue of voting should be addressed so
that the family, facility and physician can work together so the resident can
take advantage of transportation opportunities and voter assistance
programs.

7. The Texas Secretary of State should send notices regarding upcoming
elections to state licensed facilities to remind them of a resident’s right to
vote and to prepare for upcoming elections.

8. Resident participation in general elections should be included in the state
survey

9. Policies regarding transportation, training and other activities relating to
resident voting should be written in to the State Licensure Guide.

10. All organizations that receive funding from the Help America Vote Act
and/or provide voting related services in Harris County should be listed in
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a common location with a short description of the services they provide
and a working phone number.

11.Maintaining a voter’s registration status in a long term care facility should
be an ongoing effort. Transportation to an early voting location should be
available to residents of long term care facilities at no charge and with
minimal pre-qualification. The mail in ballot forms and process should be
reviewed with improvements to enable those with physical or mental
impairments to cast their ballot.

12.Voter registration forms, Application for Ballot by Mail, and the actual
ballot packet should be reviewed with the goal of making them easier to
handle, easier to read and remove unnecessary information.

13. Provide postage paid envelopes for ballots by mail.

14.Look for ways that technology can be used to assist and support mobile
voting or traveling early voting clerks.

Appendices:
A. Voter registration form
B. Voter registration rejection letter
C. Online Application for Ballot by Mail
D. Contents of Ballot by Mail packet
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A. Voter Registration Form

1-800-25-2-VOTE{8683}, TDD 1-800-735-2989,

T

1-800-252-8683 dé nhan phiéu nay bing tiéng Viét.

WWW.S0S.state.x. us.

Qualifications

e You must register to vote in the county in
which you reside.

Prescribed by the Office of the Secretary of State
VRITOGE pas

You must be a citizen of the United States.

You must be at least 17 years and 10 months
old to register, and you must be 18 years of
age by Election Day.

You must not be finally convicted of a
felony, or if you are a felon, you must have
completed all of your punishment, including
any term of incarceration, parole, supervi-

Este formulario para inscribirse para votar tambien
estd disponible en Espaiiol. Para conseguir la ver-
sion en Espaiiol favor de llamar sin cargo 1-800-
252-8683 a la oficina del Secretario de Estado.

Complete These Questions

Before Proceeding
Check one [JNew [J Change [JReplacement

Are you a United States Citizen? OYes ONo
Will you be 18 years of age on or
before Election Day? O Yes OO No

Are you interested in serving as
an election worker?

O Yes OO No

sion, period of probation, or you must have

received a pardon.

® Continue below to complete application.

| First Name

Last Name

Middle Name (17 any) Former Name

Residence Address: Street Address and Apartment Number, City, State, and ZIP Code. If none, describe where you live. (Do not include

P.O. Box or Rural Rt.)

Mailing Address: Street Address and Apartment Number or P.O. Box, City, State and ZIP Code: If mail cannot be delivered to your residence

address.

Date of Birth: month, day, yvear | Gender (Optional)

OMale OFemale

TX Driver's License No. or Personal L.D. No.
(Issued by the Department of Public Safety)

[ Check if you do not have a TX Driver's License, or
Personal Identification Number

If no TX Driver's License or Personal Identification,
give last 4 digits of your Social Security Number

I understand that giving false information to procure a
voter registration is perjury, and a crime under state and
federal law. Conviction of this crime may result in impris-
onment up to 180 days, a fine up to $2,000, or both.

I affirm that |

* am a resident of this county and U.S. Citizen;

* have not been finally convicted of a felony or if a felon
I have completed all of my punishment including any
term of incarceration, parole, supervision, period of
probation, or I have been pardoned; and

* have not been determined by a final judgment of a court
exercising probate jurisdiction to be totally mentally

[] Check if you do not have a Social
Security Number

X

incapacitated or partially mentally incapacitated without

the right to vote. / !
Date

Telephone Number, Including Area Code
(Optional )

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09

Signature of Applicant or Agent and Relationship to Applicant
or Printed Name of Applicant if Signed by Witness and Date.

13



B . Rejection Letter

Paul Bettencourt

Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector and Voter Registrar

NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE INFORMATION ON VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

Dear Applicant,

Notice is hereby given that your application for voter registration has been reviewed and fails to
include all information required:

You failed to include your current Texas driver's license number or personal identification number,
or if you do not have a Texas license or ID number, the last 4 digits of your Social Security
number; or the information you provided could not be verified. As of January 1, 2006 identification
information is required on all Voter Registration Applications and must be verified by the Office of
the Secretary of State with thg Department of Public Safety records.

We are enclosing another application. You must fill out all information on the new application
unless the items are indicated as optional. To help expedite the verification process, we

respectfully request that you include a copy of your Texas driver's license and/or ID with your
revised application.

If your revised application is received within 10 days of this notice, your registration will become
effective 30 days from the date we received your original (incomplete) application. If the revised
application is received after 10 days of this notice, your registration will become effective 30 days
after the postmark on the revised application.

If you have any questions, please contact the Harris County Voter Registration Department at (713)
368-2200.

Sincerely,
IJ.“"?'Q

George Hammerlein
Director of Voter Registration HARRISTA

Para ayuda llame al (713)-368-2201 + Chn giip 80 bing tiéng Viét hay goi sé (713)-368-2201
1001 Preston # Suite 200 ¢ Houston, Texas 77002 ¢ (713) 368-2200 ¢ Fax (713) 368-2309
www.hcvoter.net
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C. Online Application for Ballot by Mail

APPLICATION FOR BALLOT BY MAIL FROM HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS — PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE
READ INSTRUCTIONS VERY CAREFULLY AND PROVIDE ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION.
{SOUCITLD OF LMA PAFELE TA ELECTORAL DEL COMDADD DE HARALS, TEOALS - LEANDD LE TRM.S DE MOLDE 04 MASUINA. LEA
TODOS LAS INS TRUCCIOME S AL PE DE LA LETRA ¥ FROCLRE FROFPORCONAR TODA LA INFORMACION NECESARLA)

HAME (A= risgistensd 0 wois) NOMERE [Coe skl i il |] YEAR OF BIRTH (0@TR08AL)
(AR DE WA CIRENTOH § OPCIORAL)

ADDRESS AS REGISTERED TO VOTE | Dlciin o uic e ba oams ol

TYPE AND DATE OF ELECTION
{TIRD ¥ FECHA OE ELECOION)

HUMBER (hiswss) STREET jCale) Bpt [Apar i)

CITY iChiied STATE Esmcted TP (o Fostel

MANL WY BALLOT TO: {d difierent from abowa) (Tha maling addmss mus? ba e

wl-' aton mailing addmss of mood or address indicated undar REASON Chack hara for ballols for bath
WMMEEWMHMAAMSMUEHEMM“M o man alecion and oo 4

aum.u-j.rm s Sl S5t ek sl R, b s ot Vi 00394 | e iy Mg e

i ki i Al A e S e Ll o vl o L AF ok kit bals FAZON J.Nﬂﬂl S R R

OE SOUCITAR LINA PAPELETA ELECTORAL') ¥ dooisia. )

PARTY PREFERENCE
PRIMARY ELECTION ONLY
| PARTIOO POLITICO)
(Soly on oumnic a los comidos
pemarins)

VOTING PRECINCT NUMBER" VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER" TELEPHOME WU MBER"
NLMERCD DE PRECINTO DE WOTACDHA} | INLMERC [E REQISTRO OF WOTANTE") (NUMERD OF TELEFONO")

Complete the “Optienal {Opelons)

apph@]_mmdmaﬂu: ?mumﬁmmnﬁyrmm-:&w Elfq;-.hsp-h Elfrwﬂl'l-'-'l-
E AT N A BALLOT Y

Hatris Q]lm‘[)r Clerk J‘IEH.EOLE rhﬂﬂFI‘F'D.FI'GUE EETASD.LH:I‘TAJ\H'J LA F'A.FELEMEI’.EI:TD.H‘ALFD.H‘.IEELMTAM}

O 1. 85 years of age or older. (55 afos do odad o mads )
PO. Box 1525 O 2 Disability (ncapadidad)
Houston, TX You musl indicale (he lype of address where you are having your balol maded, il you are having your
77251-1525 balipd maded 1o an address ofver (han your address of recor]. Chedk onee [ a hospital, [0 a mersing
hiome of bong-lerm care laclily, 0 a refirement cenler of O a relaive. Indicale the relalionship of e
refive SEE INSTRUCTION @3 FORCLARIFICATION. (5 araljuiora do asts raxnos
apkcan & =7 sy ndigue ol oo bs Sy al as dorta. PARA MAS INFORMACION LEA
mmmsﬁcmmmumm'Mﬂm anvinda a un comicilo osinfo al gue ol
ouand's me insoribi como wianfe. He solbitaco gue = amis a8 O wn hospital, O wn cantro de anfarmana o de
ouidado s medicos 8 largo plazn, OO mmch-,l.l.ﬂhdunl:l ol dompiliy do un familinr. indigue of paranfesco gue
‘Bona oon o.sho parisnta,

O 3. Confinement in jail. (Bt oncarm oo ) Cheee K one. (Mamuaunao.) My Dalol is Deing maled 1o B atdness
Do e jaill or O & miafve. Indicale retaBonship of relafive SEE INSTRUCTION #3
FOR CLARIFICATION. (Soliofd que mi papaists ssa aminds a b sguiente dimaide: 0 b cdeal o O e femdiar

hiqldmwnnmnuhhmlhr—‘il
O 4. Expected absence from county on eechon day and during ded’s mgular ollioe hours lor e
emaindes of he earky voling pedod Applicalion musl be sulmilled from oulside county il submilled afler endy
waling in person has begun. YOUR BALLOT MUST BE MAILED TO AN ADDRESS OUTSIDE THE COUNTY.
(Pam aguolos guo aniibpan astar fram dal onosos ol o de las myd.—rﬁhm:ﬁ tmbajo g b ﬂi:l.nl dol
Seomtnds por ol msiv dal parivoo. S ol panods oo votaoidn por ook ya ha o, osta | fang gua
habar jocesoefirem ol monoads. B DOMICILIO AL CUAL SCLUICTTA OUE SE LE ENVIE SU PAPELETA ELECTORML
NO PLEDE ESTAR UBICADD DENTAO DE ESTE CONDADC) H 4 is chacked, gve date you can recelva mall af tha
i s ghvan - (&l oumnio al no. 4, indigue aparfirdegud fecha pod recbirosmeoon asaoireonidn. )

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THIS APPLICATION IS TRUE, AND | UNDERSTAND
THAT GIVING FALSE INFORMATION IN THIS APPLICATION |15 A CRIME." ("CERTIACO OUE LA
INFORMACIKIN INDICADA EN ESTA SOLICITUD ES VERDADERA ¥ ENTIENDD OLE ES UN DELITO DAR
INFORMACTON FALSA EN ESTA SOLICTTUDR S

SIGN HERE
(FIRME AQLIT) SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (A AMA DEL SOLICITANTE)
FOR WITNESS andior ASSISTANT (PARA TESTIGO w'o ASISTENTE)

i unable o 2ign, shall make mak in presence of withess. B agplcant i unable 1o make mank,
ihe wilness shall chedk here 0. (PAfR4 EL TESTIGO: S of solbitante no puede firmar, debe hacerwna marca an
prosancia dol testiga. Sial salibants no puods hacer una mama, of fsige debs st alaraquiCl_) Falure o complae
this informabon i signalune was wilhessed or applcan! was assisled in comgleling e agplcaion is 8
Class A mils demeanns. (Es un dalfo manor Class A omitrast informacitin sila frma fuo afestgpuads, o s of solbitante
ooy ayuds pam lonar st soliphnd )

;ﬁ:lmnlw i Ful Mam o of Wilne s Assnia
ol Testign s sianish an.murmnm

Aasidence Addmss of Withe ss/Assistant or Tide of Witne ss/Assistant i an Election Odicial

Dbk el sirsiaeinrrdn i Tmadl gl st e v i b i Tt it b if i i Ohilchin s Lo Bl |

X RELATIONSHIP OF WITHESS/ASSISTANT TO APPLICANT: CHECH OME: L parent, [ grandparamn,
O spousa, O chid, O sb Dm:ﬂ-ldlll-lld-:i-lllqin:lrl X RELACION DEL TESTIGOY
AST TE CON EL SOLIC ME_EEE!.LE_LHA; O Pagm, O Abwaio, O wiga, O Hija, O Hommana,
O iro, O reside an la misma dimaidn gue of solicitan i)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION FOR BALLOT BY MAIL

MNaime — Print nama as you ane registesd o vola.

Residence Address - Give full address as shown on your voler registration cenilcate. If you have
rcved but have Eillsd o change your voler registrasion addness with the voler registrar, you ane entithed
o vale as bong as your registraBon has not be canceled and you 1l Bve in the poliScal subdivigion
conducting the ebection. Indicate your new residence address on the applicaion for baliat by mai I you
are a1l qualified to vole, the sarly vating clerk will mail you a ballo! together with a stasment of
residence. You ané requinad o relum the statemant with your ballol The residence address on tha
statemen! of maidencs mus! malch he msdencs addmss on e applcaon for ballal by mal. I hese
two addres ses do not match, your Ballal will nol bs counted.

Malling Address - Balloing mateniak must be mailled io heresidence ormailing address indicated on
your voler registmSon apphcaion. Exceplions include: Voling by mason of 85 yeas ofage o dder or
disabiity, the mailng addmes may be a taclty as indicated on the spplicaion o pasan related & you
by 2nd degres by alnily or 3rd degres by consanguinity if you ane lemporarily Fving al fal address
Raldlives include parent, child, brother, sister, grandparent, grandchild, great-gandchild, great-
grandparent, uncle, surd, nephew, niece, 8, SLSa, spuu‘s uml.m dmgm-hu baFers

Cig g & b Eister,

Viling by reason of corfnemant in jail, fe add lnm]juu_:balnl rmuis! b sither hajador 2 relatve
a5 sisted above.

Yau must chack on your applicstinn which mailing addres < you are using an fheapphcation. F you do nat
indicate e type of mailing address your apgiication will be

Typeand Dats of ElecBon — Hyou do not indicate lype or date of siacon, you will be sant a ballal anly
fof the next alecBan.

You may retum your application by mail, or contractcarfer or fa [ fax is avalabia in he

Msd‘i:-} 'j'tl.l unmwcmlml:m Al be a business lntpmﬂrarﬁlmd T
primary business of which is transpariing or delivering propary for compensation. To be aligible 1o
subnit an appBcation by Tax, you must B e agplcstion fram oulside e county . Inpmper delivery will
caime e appicaion ko be rejecied for a ballal.

SGN YOUR APPLICATION - If you cannol sign, you must have a panson witness your mak_ I a
parsan helped you ll oul his appcaBian, he of she mus! comgels the box for WITHNESS andfor
ASSISTED saciion

In any single slacSon, it is a Class B misdemeandr for any pesaon ko sign a ballol applicalion as a
witness of astistant for more han one applcanl A pemon may sign mone than one applicaion as a
withess or assictant if the second and subsequent applcaons are related b the wilness as parent,
spause, child, sihling, or grandpanent

Deadline— Your apgiicaBion must be recsived by e eary vating clerk not eader than the 60t day and
ot kater than na?lhdayhm.muq ¥ s thday is a weekend or halday, the deadineis he
firs! precading day.

A

Sollcitud de una pap postal - instr
mmhﬂ'ﬂ.
Domicilio - ndigue [z dimecidn complbis wmmnmmmﬁmma-mmu En
mndnqmmamn‘nﬂfmn!. ”- i de
efectos del regist, Lsfed conserva ol derecho de Lﬂrmﬂmmuhqucmnuhm
do volanle j misntras usied sigh residendo en [a subdvisidn polfica donde so calebrs I3 deccitn
o indique 5 U nusvo domicilio an [ $aicilid de bolea postal, S usied sigue califiando
para volar, la Secretaa de Volacian Adelantads o erviard urs bolela junfo con uma deciaracion de
rmsidencia. Se le requisre devaver dicha declarasion junte con su boleta. B domicilio indicado en 1
deciaracidn de msidancia deberd cancdircon o dela soiclud de boets postal 5l dos dreccidnes
o poine dan, no se conbicd subolela
Direccidn donde se le debe enviar La papeleta el ecioral - Siempre y cuando no califigue bajo una de
I axcepciones anoladss & confruscidn, su mpeisa slecioral Gens que enviarss al domicilio
te o postal indicado an 1 solicitud de inscripeitn coma wotanie. Estas ascepaiones inciujyen:
5 i solclanie Bane un minimo de 65 afios de edad o & es minusviids, [ dieccian pueds ser urs de
I irs talaciones indcides en ks solicitud o o hegar deun Bmillr gue lengs un pereniesco de por o
mancs 2 gmdo de afinidsd o & grado de corsanguinidad, & 58 encusnie radicado ahi en forme
terpomines. Incuides entm fos parienies calificados estn: sus pardes, los hijos, los harmanos, ios
ahuislcs:, loe nistos, Jot binisios, be Bsabusics, fos e, loz sobince, fos cénjuges, bs susgms, ios
yornos o [ ruems, o cufiddos  fos sbusios palifcos.
5 solicits volir por COFes porgus astd lardn, [s popaiats fane qus smiirss & [ dimosidn de 3
wﬂﬂ“.ﬂmﬂﬂhﬂ mﬁmmﬂﬂmmﬂm&
chumumranaj'mgnrmmmhmmmaqmuhmahmm&quns
Is anivie [a papelets porque i no Jo hece su solctud serd mchazsda
Tipo y fecha de Is skeccikin — Si no safials ol Gpo ola fecha de (s eBecitn por [ cusl sstd solicitando
Iapapelsta eecioral, stb 5o la envierd la de s prosine eecconss.
La enirega de esia soliciud sdlo se acepls por medio del corres, portador o iransportisia
comercial o fax (siempre y cusndb Ia oficing de [s Secretaria oftece los sanicios de ). S decide
por un dele deberd ser de una empresa de fines de fucro cuya rardn
Wuumﬂyhmmﬂmrmwm&mmmhnﬂﬂm
fax, dicha isitn deb ir dié un lugar ubicado Ruers del . Toda solicitud que no
mmmmmmbammmmmm
FIRME LA SOLICITUD - En caso de que no sepa firmar, deberd cons eguir un lestigo para de fe de
SU rarca S alguien e ayudd completir ests solicifud, anole su nombre an of rengldn quUe Afarece
scbire of rengidn donds Lid Debe firmar,
Firmar come lestigo de [s marca de un solicitante en mis de ua saicitud de Luna papelats alecioral
postal para Lnas i dafer - un defiic menor de Categoria B siempre
cuando o segunds solicitente i os soliitnies subsiguisnies no sean, b padres, conyuges, hjos,
hermancs o Sbuelos del estigo.
Fecha limite - Esta solicitud liene que astar 8nmanos de la Secretaria de Volacidn por Adelantado
& mds Larclar 7 dias anles de [a fecha an Gue S8 celebracin [as eleccionas § nUNGa anles de B0 das
anies de s misma fecha. Si el séplimo dia cae en un finde semars o dia feriado, la fecha limite serd
& ofia hbil anirior mAs preximo.

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09
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D. Contents of Ballot by Mail Packet
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a

BALLOT ENVELOPE

INSTRUCTIONS TO YOTER:

1. Mark balle, place balle: in this ervelops markad "BALLOT ENYELOPE” and sezl ba ol amealooe.

2. Place ba! ot @nve ope 1 carrier envelope, sesl carrie: cnvelape, sign carrier evelops, and -oturn oo
wotiag Serk Gliner by ma or common o conl-acl carricr. & ko of may net e seiurned Lo lhe eacly vating cletk oy ary ather
mothed. (Sec ingructions on carrier envelape anrd the irroorta farrrgtion enciosu:e “ar addilional irformation )

3. Be sare 2 mail your oallet 50 it will ke received by lhe aarly voting clerk betore 7200 PR an electior day. 1 vau ace vohng from
culside the United States, the iate countirg ballot «ules may apply Lo v

INSTRUCTICNS TO ASSISTANTS:

1. A watar may ba ass sted e votg anly if the voler is physically unable to wite or see. andior urablo o read he

2. Ass shing o viser includes the “allow:ng condde: by & pe-son cther than the veres that accurs while tbe pe-son
of tre vt s balot or carrier ehyvelape: (a) reading the bai ol lo b vl

»7crvelope to the eary

aallot.
A thi presence
th) directing the woer o resd Ine ballot; (0] making che

virer's vallel; or (o o :J,u the woter to mark the ballzt,
- Acwoler may choose sn : 0 &5 that assistart s nol the voler's amployer ar an agent of e vole s ermployor, or
afficer or agent of the r +r LN,

4. Itis a Class A misdemearar i ol qualited b orecows asszance; (bl 1o areoaro Ine
oalliot far the vater atver than as _:m. uirir a anﬁ arwitaaut dicectien from the volar; (o)t sugg b the woter by word, sign, ¢
gesture. how the voler snauls wal prowirdn aststance ooa parsen lbsl has not requeostad assearce or saleclzd Th
parann foassist the vatar, [Lis also o Class A misdomednar to assizo o voter ir vio zlon of ¥4 shove.

5. An assisant must sign tha carrigr evalope ane inciudn Lha assistants rane ard address, Failure 1o preoide |
arnme.

&, I the voter ailows 2 porson to nail his or her Ballol o dewer the ballat teoa carr ersdelivery vm::r.u il po
cryciop ind includs Ihe o arintte name ard address. Failure o provide this
Lhe ballol nust de so irimedinkely 11 is a crime for a perso o collecl and = rdnr erve oa2s at ancoher local on for s :jaogcm:.
i v ovoling clerk.

7080y ballol cast willk sssislaree nvolvior of any of the glowva in

solivra may ot o sounted.

18
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BY-MAIL BALLOT
VOTER INSTRUCTIONS

. Please use black or blue pen to
mark your ballot,

To vote, place an X within the
Plank box to the left of yoor choice.
Make the mark clear and distinet.

B 4—EXAMPTE

If more than the allowable number
of marks are placed on the ballot for
an otfice or ballot issue, the votes
will not be counted for that office or
ballot tssue.

Place the ballot inside the envelope
and seal it

Your signature is required on the
carriet envelope AFTER sealing.

Retarn the covelope to the
desipnated election official by
mail.

BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED

BY 7:00 PX ON THE DAY OF THE

ELECTION,

S0 THO 2102
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INSTRUCCIONES PARA
VOTAR SOBRE UNA
BOLETA POR CORREQ

. Tavor de usar una pluma dc tinta
negra ¢ azul para marcar su boleta.

Pura votar, margue con uga "X el
cuadre blanco a la izguierda de su
preferencia. Favor de hucer su mar-
ca clara ¥ distintamenie.

=] =+ FIEMPLO

51 resulta que la boleta se marguce
con més del nimers de marcas gue
se permite para un puesto oficial o
para una emisién de boletas, dichos
volgs no 5¢ computarin.

Cologue la boleta dentre del sobre ¥
sélleln,

4. Se requiere su firma sobre ef sobre

portador DESPUES DE scllario.

Envie ¢l schre por cotreo al
designade oficial electoral.

LAS BOLETAS DEBERAN
RECIBIRSE PARALAS7DE LA
NOCHE EL DIA DE LAS
ELECCIONES

R0 20
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The State of Texas

Clctiumz Dhivision

12,03, Buve 12660

Algtin, Tawos 7H711-20Hp
WL SR, SIALS b

Phooree: S12-d6.3-3450
12-375-2811
Tl

(B0 252-Y (T {H6RT )

Roger Willtams
Secretary ol Stale

Dear Voler:

Thank wou for choosing fo exercise your right to vole. You have chosen to cast vour ballot by
mail, and | would like 1o share with you information about the process of voting by mail. When
wyou voie by mail, you may take the following steps to protect yvour ballol and your vote.

l. Know your rights as a viler: You have the right to vote for the candidates of your
choice. You have the right to mark your own ballot or to recelve assistance with reading
or marking your ballot from a persan you know and trust,  Your vole is secrel. You do
not have 1o tell anyone how or for whom you voted. 1fa person assists you with reading
or taarking youwr batlot, itis a crime for that person to reveal how or [ur whom vou voted,

2

Be careful about assistance: No one should help vou wilh vour ballot, unless you
camnod read the language written on the ballot or unless you have a disability that makes
you unahble to write or 1o sce. 1 one of these conditions applies o vou, we recommentd
thal you ask a tamily member or trusted friend for assistance with your ballet. The
person assisting you must mark your ballot according 10 your instruction and cannol
suggest how you should vole. “the assistant must place his or her signature. printed
name, and residence addiress on the carrier envelope.

3 Mail your own ballot: 1T vou can’t get to the mailbox (o mail your own ballat, give your
ballot to a family member or trusted friend o mail for you. ‘Uhat person must place his or
her signature, printed name, and residence address on the carrier envelope. Do not aceept
olfers Fom strangers to mail your ballot for vou, Foxas law prohibits voted ballots trom
being delivered by cotmun or contract carrier from campaien headquarters,

Il you follow these simple guidelines, be assured your vote will count,  If anyone atlempts to
pressure or intimidate you, we urge yon to repert this tu your couniy elections office, your
district attorney’s office, or our office toll-free at 1-800-232-VOTE(8683),

Farly voting in persen begins on the 17" day before the cleclion and will continue until the dth
day betore clection day. You may comtact your local elections office for the locations and howrs
o operation [ov your earty voting pluces.  [f vou change vour mind about voting by mail and
would prefer o vote in person, you must take your mail ballet with vou and cancel it at the
polling place. You may then voi: in person, either during (he carly voting period or en election
day,

Sincercly,

e Nl

Rivger Willtams AR FHW Ty TiearVoter dac

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09
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The State of Texas

lections 1ivision Phone: 312-463-3050
P Box 160 : -2 Tran: S124T5-2R1E
Austilg Texas TRIIT-2060 ? : 13ial 7-1-1 For Helay Services
v s sl Lo iy & (8L 2520 VOTE {3683

Roger Williams
Secretary of State
Listimado/a votantz:

Gracias por su decisidn de cjorcer su derccho al woro. Ya gque optd por depositar su bolbeta por
curteo, quiers darle a conccer cierta informacidn sobre la votacion por correo. Al votar por corren,
hety que dar los stguientes pasos para proteger su holeta y su volo.

i Connzes sus derechos de votante: Usted tiene el derecho de votar por los candidatos que
cseoja.  livne también el derecho de marcar su propia bolcta o de recibir la aynda de una
pursona de su confianza persona en leer o marcar su boleta. 8§ le ayuda una persona a leer
o o marcar su boleta, tal persona cometerd un delito s1 revela cdmo o por quién votd,

td

Mucha cuidado al aceptar aveda:  Nadie debe ayudarle con su bofeta a no ser gque usted
no sepa Jeer el idioma de la boleta o que tenga alguna discapacitaciin que le impida ver o
leer. [in caso de que le corresponda alpuna de dichas condiciones, le recomendamos
recurrir a un familiar o amipoda de confianza para que le ayode con su boleta. 'l'at persona
deberd marcar Ia boleta de acucrde con las ndicaciones de usted, ¥ no podra sugerivle
como habra de votar, Ella avudanic deberd poner en ¢l sobre de teansmisién su firma, su
nombre y apellido en letras de molde y su domicilio.

3 Enxie su propia boleta: Si ne le es posible legar a un buztn para depositar su propia
bolela, entréguesela a1 om GLuniliar o amigo/a de conhanza para que la convie por usted. Tal
persona deberd putter en ¢l sobre de transmisidn su firma, su nombre v apellido en letras de
modde ¥ su domicilin. No aceple oferias hechas por deseonocidos de enviar la boleta por
nsted.  La ley de Tejas prohibe la catrega de bolctas ya marcadas para votar por
transportistas pablicos o conlratwdos provenicnics de la olicina contreal de Ia campafia,

5i se atiene a estas [ciles indicaciones, usted podrd confiar en gue su volo cuente. Le instamos a
que denuncie cualguier intenio de oresionarle o de intimidacke a 1a oficing electora] de su condado,
a la oficina del fiscal de su distrile 0 a nuestras olicinas, al nimero gratuito 1-800-252-
YOTE(868).

La votacion adelantada por comparceencts personal sc inicia [altande 17 dias para las cleeciones ¥
sepuird vigenle hasta que falten cuatro dias para el dia de la eleceion. Para informarse de los sitios
¥ las lwras luborables de votacion adelantads, comuniquese con lus oficinay electorales de su
localidad, S cambia de purecer en cuanto a volar por corree v prefiere volar personalmente, eve
s boleta postal a cancelar en ¢l local de volacion. Después podrd volar personalmenie, va sca
durante ¢l periodo de votaetdn adelantada o en €] dia de la eleceion.

Atertaimeate,

g«/t@« s

Rower Williams AM FHW = Deurvorr. dng
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Pressceribid by Seoocears of Statc
Section 86013, Texas Bleceion Code
244

]

a3

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT RETURNING
YOLR MARKED BAELOT IN THE CARRIER ENVELGPE

A cartier envelope may Dot be returned in an envelope or package containing another carricr
envelope unless the other catricr envelopes are (fom persons registered ta vote at the same
address as your voter rogistration address.

You must seal your carrier envelope before signing your name. You must sign vour name
next o the large “X7 on the carrier envelope. T vou cannol sign your name, you must have
a person witness your mark. 1f a person fassistant) helps you in marking your ballot or
deposits vour carrter envelope in the mail or delivers it to a commeon or conlract carrier, that
person musl sign yvour cartier envelope and include their printed name and wdress. Failure
of the agsistint to provide this information {s a crime, and may result in your ballot being
rejected.

SPECLAL RULES RESTRICTTING ELIGIGLE
CONMDMON AND CONTRACT CARRIERS

I you use o common or contract cartier to return your ballot, the carricr must be a
bonafide busincss., for profit carrier, the primary business of which is transporting or
delivering properly for compensation.

Y our hallot will not be counted if it is picked up by & common or contract carrier at an office
ol a political party or candidate, office lor a specific-purpose or general purpose palitical
committes involved in the election. or a candidate’s house unless the address of the
candidare is your address.

If you return your carrier envelope by common or contract carrier, your carrier envelope
must be accompanisd by an individual delivery reecipt when delivered to the early voting
clerk. The receipt must indicate the name and address of the person who delivered the
carricr envelope to the common or contract carfier and the daie, hour, and address where the
carrter envelope was received by the common or contract carrier,

I your ballot is returned by an unauthorized method, it will not be counted.

If you have any questions about returning your carricr envelope, please conlacl the early
voting cletk’s ollice at (713} 735-6963. If vou [eel thal your rights have been viclated or
abused, you may report these incidents o the Secrelary of State toll-free at 1-R0(-252-
VOTE(8683).

Street address: 1001 Preston, 4™ floor, Houston, TX 77042
E-mail; jballardieco.heix.net

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09
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Teinericla por el Seereau de stads
Traz, 80.082, Cddipo Eloztoral dzl cstad de Texas

DATOS IMPORTANTES EN CUANTO A LA DEVOLUCION DE SU
BOLETA ELECTORAL MARCADA EN EL SOBRE DE ENTREGA

1:: Es prohibido colocar el sobre de entrega dentro de otro sobre o paquele que conlunga sobres do
cmiregrt wdicionales o menos que las personas envidndolos estén inseritos a votar v &l domicilio
indicado en sus insetipeiones cloclorales sea igual al suyo.

2, Antes de finnarlo, es necesario que cierre y selle el sohre de entrega,  Tirme ¢l sobre en ¢l lugar
indicado por la "X" grande o ol sobre. Sino gabe como firmar su nombre, serd necesario que tenga
un testign presente cuando haga su marea. 51 algoien e ayudd marcar sus volos cn la bolels,
tanibién serd necesario que esla persona firme el sobre de entrega porque de otra torma su boleta no
se incluira en el eomteo final, Falla por parle del asistenle do proporcionar esta informecion es un
delito ¥ pucde resultaren gue su boleta sea rechazada.

REGLAS ESPECIALES EN CUANTO AL USO
DE TRANSPORTISTAS O PORTADORES COMERCTAT.ES

1. 51 deeide commatar un transportista o portador comtercial para enviar su boleta electorat, éste deberd
ser de una empresa de Ones de luero cuyva mzon principal es el transporte v fa entrega de documentos
y blenes por pagi.

2% 81 dicho transportista thera a recoger su bolela e la sede de un padido politico, lu sede de una
campafia cleeloml, lus olfcinas de un comité politico, yva sea de interés general o especifico. que
tenga algun interés en estas cloeeiones o of domicilio de cualguiera de los candidaros, su bolets no se
incluirts cn ol conteo final a menos que el domicilio del candidato es iguat al suyvo.

& 31 opta enviur su sobre de entrega por portador o transportista comercial al Sceretario de Votacidn
Adelantada asegieese gue ¢ste lleve un acuso de recibe individual. El recibo debe indicar el nombre
¥y dhroeeion do la persona que entrego el sobre de entrega al poriadur o inmsponists commercial y la
fecha, hora, v direccidn de donde ol portader o mmnsportista comercial recibio el sobre de entrega,

4. Sila endrega de su bolels no cuumple ¢on toda la norma, su voto no se incluira en el conteo tinal.
Si tiene alpuna preguna en cuatle a como devolvernos su sobre de entrega por faver commniquese
con lu wficing de a Secretaria de Votacidn por Adelantado rods cercamo Wamando ) (713} 755-6963.

51 siente que sus derechers clectorates han sido vielados o abusados, puede hacer un reporte con la
alicing dul Seerctare del Estado al -800-252-8683(VOTT).

Street address; 1001 Preston, 4™ floor, Ilonston, TX 77002
FE-mail: jballardicco.hetx.net

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09



Sample ballot created for training purposes

Official Ballot
BOND ELECTION

TALLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
May 12, 2007 Frecinct 7

Instruction Text;
TOWOTE Mark the salul by (dacing ar %" i the siiare besidd e
vandidgate of proposition of your choi.

PROPASITION 1
THF IRRUANCE CF $100 W 1 BSOS AN THE VTS O THE
VAT AN MENT T SR L)

2} FOR
I AGainsT
FRAOPODSITION ?

AW SR OF 250 00 [N BONDE aRD THE LW NG OF THE
P RAY DT TR RS

3 ror
3 acamsT

Carolyn Mounce — 3/21/09



